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The Dorset Arms, Withyham

The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms.

e A family-friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week, serving

] Buckhurst Estate and local seasonal produce.
THE DORSET ARMS

B C PARK WITHYH . .
O ARTHELD TN 4BD 01892 770278 enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk

CHAIR CANING, RUSHING, JECo DRIVE
SEAGRASS WORK
O L

MIKE P &
ARC E L L o Crowbrough,
1 Oak Cottages, Chuck Hatch, ; East Sussex,

Hartfield, TN7 4EX 01892 661543
Tel: 01892 770764

Dave Spillard

‘LusFrank A Rhodes Plastering Contractor

BUILDERS ; ;
HILL COTTAGE, FAIRVIEW LANE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1BT AI I types Of plaslterlng’ Screed I ng
10 Felt R°°fi"9t and outside finishes undertaken
ear guarantee .
Ti)lling s Slating Greenfields, Five Ash Down,

New roofs or repairs
New gutters or existing gutters cleaned
Full Service
Free estimates

Tel: 01892 655238
Mobhile 07811 588291

ADAM C WILES

Quality Carpentry and Building
Established 30 Years
All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery undertaken
Internal Alterations and Extensions
Withyham, East Sussex
Telephone:01892 770554 Mobile:0781 8434506
wilesbuild@sky.com

Nr Uckfield TN22 3AH
Tel: 01825 733335
Mob: 07751404931

www.davespillard.com
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Electricity in safe hands o
‘ , An award-winning independent agent

S A e ' providing residential sales, lettings and

property management.

With 11 offices across Kent, Surrey,
Sussex and London we can provide
maximum exposure for your property.

- e
M: 07836 256146 . O
P: 01892 740631 wP A

E: info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk FOREST ROW 01342 824824 or
y TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 515670
W: www.andysayerselectrical.co.uk

Please contact

to arrange a FREE market appraisal

. gl e View all our properties at
‘ Vg, www.howardcundey.com

John Waller, Underwoodsman Ltd
Woven Fencing & Hurdles; Living Willow Structures; Baskets; Garden Structures;
Plant Supports & Trellis; Garden Furniture; Tree Surgery; Hedgelaying; Seasoned Logs

Green Wood Workshop Courses and Demonstrations T
Hurdles & Fencing, Pole Lathe Wood Turning & Chair Making :

Willow Plant Supports, Hedgelaying, Coppicing, Charcoal,
Blacksmithing, Basketry, Fruit Tree Maintenance

4 Mount Pleasant Cottages, Blackham TN3 9UH
info@underwoodsman.co.uk www.underwoodsman.co.uk =

01892 740303 or 07788 748618

W. SMITHERS & SONS

OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ
TEL 01342 850559 FAX 01342 850981 EMAIL
COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK
Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens
and bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating.
Covering all types of building work.
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St Michael & All Angels Withyham with All Saints Blackham

CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2015

Sunday in month | ST MICHAELS WITHYHAM ALL SAINTS BLACKHAM
Sun 1 Feb 1 9.30 am Holy Communion (said)
CANDLEMAS 11 am: All-Age Eucharist

6.30 pm: Evensong
Thu 5 Feb 10 am: Holy Communion
Sun 8 Feb 2 ¢ 9.30 am: Family Eucharist
SEXAGESIMA 11 am: Matins

6.30 pm: Evensong
Thu 12 Feb 10 am: Holy Communion
Sun 15 Feb 3 9.30 am Holy Communion (said)
QUINQUAGESIMA 11 am| Matins

6.30 pm| Evensong
Wed 18 Mar EUCHARIST FOR THE BEGINNING
ASH WEDNESDAY 6.30 pm OF LENT

WITH IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Thu 19 Feb 10 am: Holy Communion
Sun 22 Feb 4 ¢ 9.30 am: Family Eucharist
LENT 1 11 am: Matins

6.30 pm: Evensong
Thu 26 Feb 10 am: Holy Communion
Sun 1 Mar 1 9.30am Holy Communion (said)
LEnT2 11 am Sung Eucharist

6.30 pm: Evensong
Thu 5 Mar 10 am: Holy Communion
Sun 8 Mar 2 ¢ 9.30 am: Family Eucharist
LENT 3 11 am: Matins

6.30 pm: Evensong

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Funerals: 18 December 2014 at All Saints, Blackham,
Hugh James Stranaghan (died 7 December).
Memorial service: 27th January 2015 at St Michael and all Angels, Withyham,
Marjorie Joan Mary Haines (died 12" January)
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LENT 2015

Withyham Rectory
January 2015

Dear Everyone,

A common stereotype of Lent is ‘giving something up’, or perhaps,
‘re-engaging a New Year resolution that has already lapsed’.

Either way, the exercise is something done by the individual.

However, the Church generally sees Lent as a time for a corporate
exercise — a shared spiritual pilgrimage. This is undertaken with a view to
refreshment, healing, renewal and ‘moving on’. During Lent we have a
themed sequence of readings, hymns, prayers, special talks etc. And we
travel ‘though the wilderness’ together.

The ancient Israelites were led by Moses out of Egypt, and set off to
journey through the Wilderness to the Promised Land. They did so as a
community. Together, they had escaped from slavery. They made their
perilous journey, shared in the Passover, and always kept alive a vision of
their purpose and final destination. From time to time they became
discouraged, fell away from their purpose, lost their way. Then they had to
be gently but firmly brought back, and their spiritual vision and desire
rekindled.

This is exactly what Lent is about. And the Escape from Egypt story
is a template of what the Church is for. It tells of how we must leave our
'slavery in Egypt' for our 'Promised Land'. And how our 'Journey through the
Wilderness', from the one to the other, is about liberation from whatever
enslaves us, and the attainment of peace, true joy, and inner healing.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 18 February (which this year is early
— it depends upon the date of Easter). The Ash Wednesday Eucharist for the
beginning of Lent, with Imposition of Ashes, will be at an earlier time than
last year, 6.30 pm

May God bless our church this Lent.

Alastair Ferguson
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Churchwardens Notes — December 2014/January 2015

The services for the Christmas period commenced with the annual
Nativity Play and Christingle Service. Our thanks go to Elizabeth Parish and
the mothers for all their hard work in making it such a success. We were
well supported over Christmas this year. There was a very good
congregation for the service of Nine Lessons and Carols on 21st December
and it was wonderful to see the church filled to capacity at both the Midnight
Mass and All Age Services on Christmas Day.

With the passing of another year it is time to spare a thought for the
countless behind-the-scene volunteers and helpers for all that they do
throughout the year; from those who clean the church and the flower
arrangers, to those who make the teas and coffees after the services. To them
all we offer our sincere thanks.

Early this year, we hope to be able to make a start on the last major
repair item arising from the last quinquennial inspection, namely the rain
water gutters and down pipes.

Finally we take this opportunity to wish everyone all health and
happiness in the New Year and we look forward to welcoming you at
St Michael and All Angels' in 2015.

Richard Carden and Antony Cumberland

Prayer Corner

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
I Where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek
To be consoled as to console,
To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life
Amen
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YOUNG CHURCH
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It’s January! It’s Withyham!! It MUST be Panto Time!!! YES it is!!!!

This year it was “Cinderella” with the superb Brittney Marais in the lead role and
dashing ‘Dorset Arms Bish’ at her side as Prince Charming.

Director Anne Barker put together a superb show this year, with a band of talented
regulars and newcomers to entertain audiences of all ages. The set and scenery were first-
class, thanks to Nigel Cassford and his hard-working team.

Judy Eliot as Narrator kept the story flowing in clear and natural tones. The
opening scene saw Piers Wilson as a crazy French chef, sorting out the kitchen staff and in
splendid form, bossing everyone around and hitting poor Buttons, played by the delightful
Wade Marais, who eventually, could take no more and custard pies flew in traditional style.

0 Put-upon Baron Hardup was played in sympathetic style by

Rick Hunnam, with all the audience on his side when he

brought home his awful new family: his new Baroness

(played with aplomb by Sarah Saxty) aka the wicked

stepmother with two of the Ugliest Sisters imaginable

treating poor Cinders right shamefully. Sarah gave her all

when she belted out, “Big Spender”. Her “daughters” were

. brilliantly played by a couple of enthusiastic transvestites!

Peter Griffiths played a very sulky and bad tempered Grizelda and Ed Radford, abandoning
his usual romantic lead played Anastasia as a spoilt Chelsea brat — to great effect!

In the court scenes Paul and Anne Radford as King and Queen made the perfect
regal couple. They looked so natural in their crowns, one wondered if they kept them on
when they went home to cook supper? Another fine newcomer Pandora Wilson appeared as
Dandini, thigh slapping her way in true Panto style. She and her pretty sister Tilly, as the
Court Page, threw themselves into their parts at short notice and did a great job. Let’s hope
this is the first of many such parts for Pandora and Tilly in Withyham.

As always, at Withyham the adult and children’s choruses were the stars of the
show, singing their hearts out and with strong and precise leadership from Sue Stone their
Musical Director. Not a note missed, not a word lost — terrific stuff! This year saw quite a
few newcomers in the adult chorus; as well as regular Diana Whitmore, it was first time on
the Withyham boards for Julie Ruse, Phil Thomas and Neil Baldwin — who are all members
of the new Withyham Choir. There was also a delightful soloist from the children’s choir,
Carys Morse-Mack, who, appearing as the Court singer, sang in perfect pitch with not a sign
of nerves...a star in the making without doubt.

The slapstick scene, led by Buttons and the Chef, was a riot and, thankfully, the
sweet little white rabbit, played skilfully by Luka Ruse, cleverly escaped the pot!

Finally, Withyham’s very own Fairy Godmother, Elizabeth
Parish has made this part her own and weaved her magic until it all got
too much for her. So she wowed the audience with “Nobody loves a
fairy when she’s forty”...Oh yes we do, Elizabeth! Oh yes we do!!

Playing to packed houses, this year’s Cinderella was a huge
success, raising money for three charities. Produced by a talented team
of hard workers who put together all the costumes, make-up, sound,
lighting and let’s not forget the front-of-house people who made sure we
' never got thirsty or hungry. Generally agreed to be Withyham’s best
panto yet. What’s it going to be next year, Anne? Bryan Williams
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Ashurst and Blackham Sports Association

Our well attended AGM was held on the 9th December and it was with sadness
that we said goodbye to Linda Weekes, who has decided to stand down. Linda has been
a real stalwart of the committee and a vital link to the residents in Blackham. Linda's
decision does leave Blackham under-represented and we hope that more people from
Blackham will come forward. Joining (or re-joining) the committee we welcome
Richard Ward, Chris Bowers, Mark Biddle, Keiron Frankum and Janet Humphries.

The date for the next AGM is Friday 9t October 2015.

We are organising the following events in 2015:
Sunday 7th June - The Fun Day, to include the Raft Race, Dog Show, etc.
Saturday 11th July - Party in the Park, the traditional music/family/picnic event.
Sunday 8th November - Bonfire and fireworks evening
Friday 18th December - the Christmas Mingle

Football is played every Sunday, and we are in the process of arranging with
Langton Juniors to train and play matches each weekend. This helps greatly in our
ambition to introduce more youth involvement. Before Christmas, we also hosted a
Blackham and Ashurst (current team) v a Blackham and Ashurst (Old Boys’ team).
Hopefully this can become a regular annual event.

The big news this month concerns the replacement of the old pavilion, damaged
beyond economical repair in last year’s floods. This project has been on-going for just
under a year now, and these efforts are now paying off. Planning permission has been
given. A new structure has been designed and we have now secured funding of £25,000
from the Sport England flood relief grant. This coupled with our own fundraising
activities, means we are almost there. The new facility will be slightly larger than the
old one, 12m x 6m, and will provide sufficient space for a table tennis table, table top
football, and a great games room for the youth club.

Thanks to grants from the councils at Withyham, Speldhurst and Tunbridge
Wells, we have been able to replace the doors and some of the windows with new
double glazed units. We are also in the process of purchasing and installing an outdoor
all weather table-tennis table and creating an Astroturf cricket wicket. There is also
much local interest in playing evening 20/20 games and at the weekend this summer.

The final part of the project is to provide a purpose built BBQ facility, far more
robust than the current portables we have. For our events we are now catering for 500+
people and need to improve the catering arrangements.

Access to the sports ground from Blackham has been of concern for some time.
There is no continuous pathway from Blackham to the railway bridge meaning people
have to walk in the road, which is not suitable for children who want to pop down and
use the facilities. However, ESCC Highways have agreed to part finance the
construction of a footpath to link the two. WPC have also agreed to part fund some more
of the project and approaches are being made to other organisations to see if they can
help bridge the gap which is around £10K. More next month Robin
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‘Celebrate Withyham” Promoting village life

On Saturday 17th January a meeting was held to launch
“Celebrate Withyham” a collection of everything that goes on in
Withyham.

Many things go on in Withyham and we want to get
people together so they can participate in and support the various
existing activities as well as starting new ones. Not everybody

1 L . .
41}" knows what is going on and one of our tasks will be to improve
Celgbrating Withgham communication within the village.
Promoteg Vilugs Las - Khybum Cimtionts thece We want to encourage all the clubs, societies and events

that currently happen as well as looking at village priorities such as maintaining the
village hall, parking issues outside the school, the playground at Balls Green and
broadband speed.

We also want to encourage, promote and support activities for the young of the
village. This can make a real difference. There are lots of ideas in this area and help is
welcome.

We aim to have somebody nominated for each area and road of Withyham to
make sure all who want to be included hear what is going on. They will also make sure
any older members of our community are well particularly in times of adverse winter
weather.

“Celebrate Withyham” is a community initiative to promote the wonderful range
of skills and activities that go on in our village run by a great collection of people. Our
aim is to keep Withyham as a lovely place to live with plenty going on for us, for the
children and young people as well as looking after the wider community.

We also will maintain a contact list of local skills and community services
ranging from local builders, tree surgeons and other businesses through to baby sitting and
dog walking.

If you would like to join the committee, or simply let us know that you are
interested in and how you might be involved, please let us have your contact details.

Paul Sellars (paul@paulsellars.co.uk, phone 01892 770263)

FSW

Once again the wonderful congregation of Withyham Church were extremely
kind and donated a superb selection of Christmas gifts for families in need. All of the
presents were gratefully received and made an enormous difference to the happiness and
well-being of all those concerned.

I can truthfully say that without your kind support, Michelle and I would really
have struggled this year.

I understand the Christmas party went well and everyone had a good time.
Unfortunately I was not able to help this year-which was a sadness for me. However, in
my absence, | was extremely grateful for the help of two kind people from our church
who at my request were able to give Michelle assistance.

Once again-please accept my most sincere thanks to each one of you who help
to make the difference to those who are in need both at Christmastime and during the
year. Miriam Boobier
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22222  QUIZ, "*"” RNLI 7?22

FRIDAY 6TH MARCH
7.80. FOR 8.00 P.M. START.

AT THE KINGS’ HALL, WITHYHAM
HOT AND COLD BUFFET WITH LOTS OF LOVELY PUDDINGS.
BAR AND RAFFLE ENTRANCE £9.00

BOOKINGS PLEASE RING SUE GARDINER ON 770420

“SOME SENIOR FAVOURITE THINGS”

Julie Andrews was reputed to have sung the following ‘song’ at her
‘birthday party’ at the New York Radio City Music Hall!
The ‘party’ was for the American Association of Retired Persons:

Botox and nose-drops and needles for knitting,
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings,
Bundles of magazines tied up with string,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Cadillacs and cataracts, hearing aids and glasses,

Steradent and Fixadent and false teeth in glasses,

Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,
These are a few of my favourite things.

When the pipes leak, when the bones creak,
When the knees go bad,
I simply remember my favourite things,
And then I don’t feel so sad.

Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions,
Bathrobes and heat pads and hot meals they bring,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Back pain, confused brain and no need for sinnin’,

Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin’,

And we won’t mention our short shrunken frames,
When we remember our favourite things.

When the joints ache, when the hips break,
When the eyes grow dim,
Then I remember the great life I’ve had,
And then I don’t feel so bad.
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‘SKYPE REACH’

Citizens Advice Bureau

Since November 2014 Wealden Citizens Advice have been offering
their advice service over the internet using Skype. This means that you can
get free, independent, impartial and confidential advice in the comfort of your
own home. In addition, there will be a CAB adviser available from a local
bureau every weekday morning from10 a.m. to 12 noon.

Skype is encrypted as it is transmitted, so your communication remains
just as private and confidential as if you were talking to one of our advisors in
person. No appointment is necessary and our help is totally free of charge.
Further  information can be  obtained from our  website
www.wealdencitizensadvice.org.uk
Advice can also be obtained by visiting the Citizens Advice website
www.adviceguide.org.uk

Day Skype Address

Monday hailshamwealdcab

Tuesday wealdencab

Wednesday hailshamwealdcab or
wealdencab

Thursday and Friday uckfieldcab

Wealden Citizens Advice offers an advice service over the internet
using Skype with several partners across the Wealden area. Our Outreach
Centres are in Rotherfield, Wadhurst, Forest Row, Heathfield, Horam and
Willingdon. We are in the process of negotiating more Outreach Centres to
work in partnership with the Citizens Advice Bureaux in the near future.
There is a new Outreach Centre is at the WITHYHAM PARISH COUNCIL
OFFICES and this service is going to be offered every Tuesday. You can
skype, email or just research advice at your local centre. No appointment is
necessary and our help is totally free of charge. Just drop in on any Tuesday
10am to 12pm at the Withyham Parish Council, The Old Station, Station
Road, Groombridge and the staff there will help you to log on and talk to us.

We always need more volunteers to train as advisers, sit on the trustee
board, provide administrative and IT support, and as campaigners and
fundraisers. Our volunteers come from all walks of life and find their work
rewarding, satisfying and challenging. If you enjoy helping people, have time
available and would like to find out more about volunteering, please call your
local bureau. You can also follow us on Twitter and Facebook to keep up to
date with latest developments.
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WITHYHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY February

Helen and the committee would like to wish all our members a very happy and
healthy New Year. We have a lovely programme for you this year with 3 trips, 2 social
events and three shows. The main change you will see is that our AGM has been
relocated to June in the hope that it will be a nicer time to come out and join us. Along
with the AGM we will be having a small Rose and Sweet Pea show followed by a
speaker.

Membership cards will be out very soon and you will also note that the price
has increased by 50p that is £4 per member and £3.50 for over 60’s.

Our first event will be the Spring Show on Saturday the 28" March and we
hope that you will all consider joining in and showing something, either from your
garden, kitchen or make something crafty. If that is not possible this time just come
along and have a lovely cream tea.

Garden tips for February are: 1. Get your sweet peas in so that you can enter
them in the summer show, freesia corms can be potted up and kept indoors for a lovely
display. Use a loam based compost with extra grit, water well keeping moist and the
pots out of direct sunlight until the corm sprouts. 2. Put a bucket or something similar
over rhubarb to get it growing early, also cut autumn raspberries down to the ground as
these raspberries fruit on canes that have grown in the same year. 3. Order your seed
potatoes, and sow broad beans in modular trays in the greenhouse or window sill. 4.
Check greenhouse insulation/heaters to make sure it is still functioning correctly,
ventilate on mild sunny days.

We look forward to another successful year and hope to see many of you at the
Spring Show. Val Edwards (Secretary)

QUIZ (Answers on page 13)

1. Name the one sport in which neither the spectators nor the participants
know the score or the winner until the contest ends.

2. What famous North American landmark is constantly moving backwards?
3. Of all vegetables, only two can live to produce on their own for several

growing seasons. All other vegetables must be replanted every year.

4. What fruit has its seeds on the outside?

5. In liquor stores you can buy pear brandy, with a real pear inside the bottle.
The pear is whole and ripe, and the bottle is genuine. How did the pear get into
the bottle?

6. Only three words in Standard English begin with the letters ‘dw’ and are
all common words. Name two of them.

7. There are at least 12 punctuation marks in English grammar. Name at least
eight of them.

8. Name the only vegetable that is never sold frozen, canned, processed,
cooked, or in any other form except fresh.

9. Name six or more things that you can wear on your feet, which begin with
the letter ‘S’.
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The School Council at St Michael’s Primary School

At St Michael’s Primary school we are very interested in the views of all
children at school. Part of finding out about the ideas children have is using The
School Council to represent the voice of all learners in the school.

What does the school council do?

We discuss ways to make the school better. At the moment, we are
particularly focusing on the values we have as a school. We look at a value in detail
every term and talk about it in our assemblies. We are currently discussing the value
of endurance as we move towards Easter. We are also planning improvements to
our school garden now spring is approaching.

The School Council talks regularly about how we can make the school safe
and make sure everyone feels happy at school.

When do we meet?

We usually meet on Monday lunchtimes and eat lunch together. The School
Council writes minutes of meetings and these are shared in classes and displayed in
the cloakroom so everyone can see the ideas that have been talked about.

What happens after a meeting?

Each of the four classes at St Michael’s has a Class Council. This means
that everyone in each class gets the chance to discuss the same issues that are raised
at the School Council and all children are able to share their ideas.

Who is on the school Council?

There are representatives from each class on the School Council.
Membership is made up of children from Reception (four- five years old) to Year 6
(ten to eleven years old). We try to listen carefully to each other and value
everybody’s views.

Written by the school Council at Monday meeting with Mrs O’Shea

Catherine O’Shea Head Teacher

St Thoma Association presents

SCHOOL! IZ NIGHT o
Slml'( Saturday 7" March 2015 ©©ﬂ

q 7.30pm in St Themas’ School Hall
WhO'S WhO? . Tickets £12.50 oot's Whay,
Fish & Chips/ Veggie option @ L
c Bar & Raffle Prizes
Mugl Mrs/Byford as Quiz Master "nws

For furt formation please contact:
Amanda Newington (millymollydaly@hotmail.com)
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Withyham Parish Council (WPC) — January

ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY (more next month)
Saturday 18™ April from 10.30 a.m. to 2.00 p.m.

WPC HAS MADE A GOOD START TO THE NEW YEAR!!!

WITH PROGRESS ON
v Identifying the budget for 2015/2016 and submitting a Precept request to WDC
v Providing a range of grants to associations and organisations in the parish to

support innovative projects
v The lease for Groombridge Recreation Ground, Cricket ground and Guide Hut

v Researching usage and requirements for a Balls Green Play area.
v Forming a Road Safety Committee to improve safety on roads and footpaths in
Withyham parish

4 Working with Blackham residents to identify sources of funding to build a
footpath from Blackham to the Sports pavilion

v Bringing to the attention of ESCC, our residents’ concerns about Gatwick’s
proposed flight changes and another runway

v Establishing a North Weald group of Parish Councils to consider Gatwick
proposals and respond

v Developing a group of ‘Unsung Helpers’ - a growing band of volunteers to help us
with practical help and advice
v Maintaining an active involvement with the Forestry Commission to save and

improve Harrison Rocks facilities
Producing 4 issues of the Parish Council Newsletter
Carrying out a Parish Plan survey
Establishing a Skype Outreach centre for the Citizens Advice Bureau (See Mag)
Planning the next Annual Parish Assembly(APA)
Researching how we can meet the needs of young people
Action from the last two meetings is on our website, on Facebook or from the Clerks.
WARD REPORTS
ST JOHN’S WARD: The WPC Noticeboard at Royal Mires may be moved.
WITHYHAM/BLACKHAM WARD: As a result of a very helpful meeting with ESCC,
the council has submitted an application for Community Match funding to seek funds to
build a footpath on Watch Oak Hill to link Blackham and Ashurst.
Quotes and ideas for replacement play equipment at Balls Green were discussed by the
Withyham Residents’ Association on 19" January.
PARISH PLAN — NEXT STEPS: An analysis is now underway. We want to ensure
representation from across the parish.
VACANCIES We have two vacancies in Withyham/Blackham ward and one in
Groombridge
HARRISONS ROCKS UPDATE: A programme of repair to the access road and
refurbishment of the toilets is underway. The access road will be closed during the
winter. WPC will appoint a representative for the Birchden Wood Advisory Group
THE NEXT NEWSLETTER will be issued at the end of January.

Diana Kelly (Chairman)

ANANENENEN



13.

Thank you from

egion Poppy Appeal

ham, Ashurst and Fordcombe for your

1d War 1 Exhibition. The poppy boxes
were approxima xhibition raised £1,240. The

grand total with ot Appeal Fund was £3,648.42.

Penny Hawes fro g her lovely crochet poppy
ictured).

2014 R
A big thank you to
support of the Pop

BL, Chris Simpkins:
"The Pop started and signs are that
2014 was one of ou rsonally to thank you all for
outstanding commitment and e hout the period, without your

been possible™

e Forget

Richard Fry (Chairman Fordcombe Branch)

BLACKHAM POPPY APPEAL COLLECTION

A door-to-door collection was arranged last year by Anne Stocks and together
with a collection taken in the Village Hall after the Remembrance Service, raised
over £160! Thank you very much Anne.

Quiz (See page 10) Answers
1 Boxing
2 Niagara Falls. (The rim is worn back about two and a half feet every year)
3. Asparagus and Rhubarb
4, Strawberry
5. The pear grows inside the bottle. Bottles are placed over pear buds, wired
in place on the tree and left in place for the growing season.
6. Dwarf, dwell and dwindle.
7. Full stop, comma, colon, semicolon, dash, hyphen, apostrophe, question
mark, exclamation mark, quotation mark, parenthesis and ellipses.
8. Lettuce
9. Shoes, socks, sandals, sneakers, slippers, skis, skates, snowshoes, stockings
and stilts.
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PARISH DIARY FEBRUARY 2015
Saturday 7™ 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Blackham Village Market
Blackham Village Hall (See Advertisements)

Midday Friday 231‘(1 FEb ru al’y Deadline for March Magazine

Doesn’t seem to be too much on in February!!!!

ADVANCE PARISH DIARY MARCH 2015

Friday 6™ 7.30 for 8.00 p.m.  RNLI QUIZ NIGHT

Kings’ Hall, Withyham (See Magazine)
Saturday 7™ 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Blackham Village Market

Blackham Village Hall (See Advertisements)
Saturday 7™ 7.30 p.m. St Thomas’ School Quiz Night

St Thomas’ School Hall (see Magazine)

Midday Wednesday March 25" Deadline for April Magazine

BLACKHAM CALENDARS
Blackham Calendars have been reduced to half price £3.00 or two for £4.00.
They will be on sale at the Blackham Village Market on Saturday 7" February
along with the usual stalls and cafe.
Further calendars can be bought from Linda by ringing her on 01892 740261.

ADVERTISING
IN THE WITHYHAM & BLACKHAM PARISH MAGAZINE
As you can see, there is now some advertising space in the magazine.
If you would like to advertise in the magazine for the coming year please
contact the editor Richard Pardey (see back cover).

NIGEL DEAR 01892 664698
07710798553

Painter B
‘Meadowside’, 9‘
Decorator
Green Lane,
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL

Crowborough,

City & Guilds & Advanced Craft
East Sussex TN6 2BT



KINGS' HALL WITHYHAM

Your local village hall makes a great venue for
Parties, Weddings, Anniversaries and Children's

parties. Hire it from only £10 per hour
Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 or 652515
or e-mail meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk
or bryanwilliamsb@aol.com

Cactant

An Amazing Selection of

Gift Items

for Children, Ladies and Gentlemen

6 Newlands Place, Forest Row, RH18 5DQ
www.cadari.com 01342 826644

[ l:@a DAVID NEWCOMBE
ATREE SERVICES

A friendly and professional service
All aspects of tree surgery and hedge trimming undertaken
Covering Sussex, Kent and London
Withyham, East Sussex
Tel: 01892 770996 - Mobile: 0777 1711094 email: dntreeservices@gmail.com
Qualified Tree Surgeon + Established 1996 « City and Guilds « Fully Insured

b 4

Jim Robinson - Counsellor & Psychotherapist Bacp, AHPP & UKCP

Experienced Therapist
Anxiety / Depression / Stress / Abuse / Trauma / Grief [/ lliness
Alcohol problems / Weight problems / Other Addictions/Compulsions

Experienced Relationship Counsellor

Relationships can be very tough at times and they can always be improved

07785 183213 or 01892 770463 withyham TN7 48P

For more details please see website www.jim-robinson.co.uk




Driftwood Counselling Practice

Counselling and Psychotherapy in Hartfield and Blackham
For individuals, couples and families, children and young people

For your free initial consultation and more information please contact us:

Katie Humphries
Trish Brown

Dip. Couns MBACP 07841 404 471
Dip. Couns MBACP 07989 234 272

email: Driftwoodcounselling@gmail.com
Qualified and experienced therapists — MBACP registered

LAND DRAINAGE & TRENCHING

Ditching & Earth Moving
Water Supplies & Repair

Giles Swift
Tel: 01892 864754

Batcheller
Monkhouse

batchellermonkhouse.com

Regional. Local. Personal.

We know Kent. We know the local markets. And most
importantly, we'll get to know you. That's because we've
always believed that a personal service is a better service.

Estate Agency Rural Estate Management
* Residential * Estate & Farm Management
* Lettings * Planning & Development

* Equestrian
* Farms & Land
* Valuations

* Environment & Grants
¢+ Tax Planning
» Telecommunications

Mark Haffenden | Partner
01892 512020
m.haffenden@batchellermonkhouse.com

Zoe Strickland | Lettings
01892 512020
z.strickland@batchellermonkhouse.com

Blackham, Tunbridge Wells,
Kent. TN3 9UN
www.villagolfcourse.co.nk

g%lf

Enjoy a leisurely round of golf in this
peaceful, Sussex village and discover
what country life is all about.

This panaramie, family run, nine hole course makes
full use of the natural features of the valley it's set in -

providing a genuine test of skill for both
experienced and novice golfers.

Halfway between East Grinstead ®
and Tunbridge Wells - set in the
peaceful, village of Blackham - you'll
receive a warm welcome at the newly
refurbished club house.

Why not call in and play a round?

Membership available, call for details
or to book tee times on 01892 740344

Pay & play = Buggy hire available = Groups & Societies welcome
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We offer a comprehensive funeral service to help you plan for the future:

e Choose your final resting place - cemetery, woodland or meadow.
o Fairtrade and eco-friendly coffins are readily available.
o All types of memorials from professional masons.

* Prepaid funeral plans from the Golden Charte‘%

UK's leading independent provider. Funeral Plans

For further details or to arrange a no-commitment discussion about your plans
call 01892 611811 or visit us at London Road, Crowborough, TN6 2TT

Your local independent funeral service

RO S NEATH FURNITURE
Engineering Litd. RESTORATION
(Julian Saxty)

Ferrari servicing 01892 770100
in Withyham.

01892 770032

meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk

www.rosneathengineering.co.uk



Computer support for your office and home

RL Computer Solutions
Friendly expert service for your computer
¢ Installation, maintenance & repairs

Computer 50|Uti0n5 e Safeguard or recover your valuable data

¢ Remote support for a swift solution to many problems

Do you need help ¢ Monitoring of your computer’s health for peace of mind
with your Roger Lyon Tel: 01342 825209 Mob: 07982710977
computer?

Wordpress website specialist

BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire for:

Parties, Celebrations, Receptions, Band Practices, Fitness
Classes, Martial Arts, Dances, Tea Parties, in fact, just about
anything legal!

Facilities include: Disabled access and facilities;
Central Heating; Fitted kitchen; Small private garden area;
Licenced premises.

Monthly local market (everyone welcome) on 1% Saturday of
each month 10am — 12.30pm (except January).
Bookings: Contact Penny on 01892 740574
Winter: £6/hour local residents; £7/hour other users
Summer: £5/hour local residents; £6/hour other users

C)’oz'yg o Hb/faéx%? Ldoafkiyg? Out fov the Pag,t?

FLEXIBLE PET CARE SOLUTIONS

Ad hoc ¢ Regular * Daily
Cat Care at Home + Pet Visiting & Feeding + Dog Walking
Dog Training & Advice * Puppy & Elderly Dog Care
Equine, Livestock & Poultry Support

Visit our website for more informatikon
wuw.pefpatvol365.co.v
PetPatr®l - 01342 851333 / 07974 728967

Livst class pm‘ cave when you can'f be theve..  Professional » Experienced + Insured » CRB Checked + Vet & Owner References




J & H FRIEND £STD 1860

REMOVALS, STORAGE, SELF STORAGE
ARCHIVE STORAGE, PACKAGING SUPPLIES

FOREST ROW

EAST SUSSEX
TEL: 01342 822608 FAX: 01342 826216 EMAIL:friendstore@btconnect.com

S.W.HARDING McDonnell Services Ltd

HOUSE AND GARDEN Heating & Plumbing
MAINTENANCE .
Withyham, East Sussex

Builder and Sub-Contractor
Garden Walls, Patios & Paths Tel: 07891421288
Pointing, Fence Erecting, Painting mcdsl@doriscat.waitrose.com
Garden Machinery Cleared
(01892) 740505 No Job Too Small

R MEDHURST

Funeral Directors
Vine House, Hartfield, TN7 4AD
Family Business for over 150 years, 24 our service, Home Visits
Advice on Funeral Plans, Chapel of Rest
East Grinstead (01342) 315880
Hartfield (01892) 770253
We take care of everything personally at a sensitive time

WILLETTS FARM

Natural

m E DAIRY ICE CREAM Flavourings
g ,i" Y MADE ON THE FARM USING

FRESH MILK & DOUBLE CREAM

Just off the A264, halfway between

Tunbridge Wells & East Grinstead

Willetts Farm, Blackham, Tunbridge Wells,
Kent TN3 9TU Tel: 01892 740320 or 740747

No Artificial
Colourings




LOCAL INFORMATION
Kings’ Hall Withyham Lettings: Mrs Meg Stafford
Or Bryan Williams
Equipment Hire: Bill Sanford
Bookings: Mrs P Hawes
Dr A Wolfle, Dr M James
The Nook Surgery Groombridge
Saxonbury House, Crowboro’
Beacon Surgery, Crowboro’
Sister Kay

Blackham Village Hall
Doctors

District Nurse
Family Social Work Mrs Miriam Boobier
Withyham Art Group Mrs Rosemary Goolden
Withyham Horticultural Society: Valerie Edwards

St Michael’s School Miss Katie O’Shea (Headteacher)

Dorset Arms Angling Club  Fred Stillwell
Withyham Cricket Club Tristan Tully
Blackham Country Players  Linda Weekes

Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Crowborough, selected hours
Council for the Protection of Rural England Local Office

01892 770035
01892 652515
01892 770740
01892 740574

01892 863326
01892 603131
01892 652233
01892 603109
01892 662780
01892 770351
01892 661940
01892 770307
01892 770661
01892 541137
01892 740261
01892 655303
01825 890975

Withyham Parish Charity This Trust provides financial help for those in need.

Applications to John Gower, the Clerk to the Trustees
Timetable Information Rail

Arriva Buses

Brighton & Hove Buses
Magazine Editor and Advertisements

01892 654395
08457 484950
08712 002233
01273 886200

Richard Pardey Smugglers, Hoadleys Lane, Crowborough, TN6 1TH

Email: richard.pardey@talk21.com

01892 661882

Withyham Parish Council (WPC). Office: The Old Station, Groombridge

Website: www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/withyhamparishcouncil
email: clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk
WPC Office hours Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday to Friday
Councillors hold “surgeries” on 3™ Saturday each month
Telephone Numbers for the reporting of incidents
Highway and Footpath damage (location and problem)
Highway Lights out (Give the lamp number and location)
Vandalism (all relevant details)
Abandoned Vehicles and Fly Tipping (Give all details)
Pollution (Give location of river, pond etc)

01892 864557
09.30 - 17.00
09.30 - 12.00
09.30 - 12.30
08.30 - 10.00

08456080193
08456080193
08456070999
01892602735
08708506506

PRINTED BY EMS LTD, EAST GRINSTEAD (01342) 323700




